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PURPOSE

In 1956, Senate Bill 38 was introduced to establish the “Florida
Legislative Committee” which was headed by Senators Charley Johns,
Dewey Johnson, and John Rawls. The committee was originally created
as a response to the 1954 Brown versus Board of Education
desegregation rulings, but evolved to investigate those individuals who
might be prone to persuasion and homosexual activities.

The purpose of this literature review was to explore the historical purges
of gay and lesbian teachers from the education profession. Stigmatized as
being “vulnerable to suggestion”, many gays and lesbians lost their jobs in
the federal government due to perceived ties with the Communist Party.
Government officials soon started looking at school teachers, specifically
single men, as potential suspects either associated with Communism and/
or homosexual. Hundreds of educators were interrogated without
representation and so therefore “off the record”. Embarrassing and
personal questions were often asked, and many times, individuals were
coerced to name other potentially “suspect” individuals.

In 1957 the Florida Sheriffs Bureau was investigating a tuberculosis
outbreak in a hospital in Hillsborough County. Through a surveillance
system and employed informants, over 200 names were released of
suspected homosexual teachers. Raids were conducted throughout the
state of Florida, but the focus remained in Tampa. Raids and
investigations continued through 1963. The University of Florida became
target of investigation and suspected gay and lesbian teachers were
tracked and monitored.

This dark history represents decades of policies and laws that put gay and
lesbian educators at risk for their jobs, their safety, and sometimes, their
lives. Knowledge of this history may help members of our profession to
develop greater awareness of current laws and policies that continue to
negatively impact gay and lesbian teachers, and more importantly, to
foster empathy and understanding for our gay and lesbian colleagues.

Hundreds of teachers lost their jobs and more left the profession out of
fear for their personal lives and well-being.
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u Alabama: “Classes must emphasize, in a factual manner and from a public health
perspective, that homosexuality is not a lifestyle acceptable to the general public
and that homosexual conduct is a criminal offense under the laws of the state.”
ALState Code 16-40A-2(c)(8)
u Arizona: “No district shall include in its course of study instruction which...(1)
promotes homosexual life-style...(2)portrays homosexuality as a positive
alternative lifestyle...(3) suggests that some methods of safe sex are methods of
homosexual sex.” AZ Rev. Stat. 15-716(c)
u Louisiana: “No sex education courses offered in the public schools of the state
shall utilize any sexually explicit materials depicting male or female homosexual
activity.” LA. R.S. 17:281
u Mississippi: “Abstinence-only education includes any type of instruction or
program which, at an appropriate age…[t]eaches the current state law related to
sexual conduct including forcible rape, statutory rape....and homosexual
activity...” MS. Code 37-13-171
u Oklahoma: “AIDS prevention education shall specificially teach students that:
engaging in homosexual activity promiscuous sexual activity, [IV] drug use....is
now known to be primarly responsible for contact with the AIDS virus.” 70 OK.
Stat. 11-103.3
u Texas: “Course materials and instruction relating to sexual education or sexually
transmitted diseases should include: emphasis, provided in a factual manner and
from a public health perspective, that homosexuality is not a lifestyle acceptable
to the general public and that homosexual conduct is a criminal offense under
Section 21.06 Penal Code.” TX. Health & Safety Code 163.002.
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The relationship with the Soviet Union post-World
War II was overwrought with fear as rumors of
communist spies filtered through the American
public.

“The Homosexuals” (1967)

Senator Joe McCarthy was a leading force in the
investigation of communists in the federal
workplace. There was an underlying belief that
homosexuality was a choice and therefore
homosexuals were vulnerable to suggestion and
blackmail. McCarthy began to link homosexuals
and communists as two major threats to the United
States government.
“Purge of the Perverts” in 1950 led to over 600
individuals losing their jobs because they were
either homosexual, were outed by someone else as
homosexual, or had connections with someone who
was homosexual.
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Bryant claimed that homosexuals were
conspiring against America and often linked
previously held beliefs that communists and
homosexuals were plotting against the
government.
[T]hese people should not have a chance to
increase their numbers through seduction or
recruitment. Only the invisible, silent lesbian or
gay man could be an acceptable member of the
local community, and she or he would need no
need for extraordinary legal privileges
(Harbeck, 1997, p. 46).

http://tinyurl.com/yb2fbwpv

Bryant believed that homosexuals were a part of
a larger conspiracy to “harm children, families,
country, God, and the American way” (Harbeck,
1997, p. 45).
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Proposition 6 was a proposed bill to prevent
California homosexual educators from teaching, but
also to prevent those who associated with or
empathized with, homosexuals (even if they were
heterosexual) from teaching (Blount, 2005; Harbeck,
1997). California Senator John Briggs indicated that
“his bill would not deny homosexuals the right to
housing, jobs, or the sexual lifestyle. Instead, it
simply would keep ‘children from being exposed to
homosexual teachers’” (Blount, 2005, p. 136).
The bill was defeated 58% to 42%. The public was
growing weary of anti-homosexual rhetoric, such as
Briggs’ comment in a Boston Globe interview, “One
third of San Francisco’s teachers are homosexuals. I
assume most of them are seducing young boys in
toilets” (Blount, 2005, p. 152).
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